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MAIN FEATURES

February 1996 compared with January 1996

The provisional trend estimate of merchandise imports
rose $136 million, or 2 per cent, to $6,692 million,

In seasonally adjusted terms, merchandise imporis for
Febmary fell $1 million 10 $6,738 million. Consumption
goods rose $83 million, or 5 per cent, to $1,687 million.
Capital goods rose $65 million, or 4 per cent, to $1,833
million. Intermediate and other goods fell $149 million,
or 4 per cent, 1o $3,218 million.

GRAPH 1: MERCHANDISE - IMPORTS F.0O.B.
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In original terms, imports fell $211 million, or 3 per
cent, to $6,264 million.

Imports of consumption goods, in original terms, rose $54
million, or 4 per cent, to $1,585 million. The largest in-
crease was recorded in non-industrial transport equip-
ment, up $47 million or 17 per cent (due mainly to in-
creased imports of passenger motor cars). The largest
decrease was recorded in food and beverages, down $37
million or 15 per cent (with most components recording
decreases).

Imports of capital goods, in original terms, rose $17 mil-
lion, or 1 per cent, to $1,585 million. The largest in-
creases were recorded in:

» industrial transport equipment nes, up $35 million or
22 per cent {due mainly to increased imports of
motor vehicles); and

»  civil aircraft, up $33 million or 75 per cent (which
includes the import of a Qantas aircraft valued a1 $52
million).

These increases were partly offset by decreases in

telecommunications equipment, down $30 million or 18

per cent; and machinery and industrial equipment, down

$29 million or 4 per cent.

Imports of intermediate and other goods, in original
terms, fell $282 million, or 8 per cent, to $3,094 million.
Decreases were recorded in all of the 14 groups, The
largest decreases were recorded in:

« organic and inorganic chemicals, down $59 million
or 22 per cent (with most components recording
decreases);

»  processed industrial supplies nes, down $45 million
or 6 per cent {with most components recording
decreases);

+  “other" goods, down $27 million or 64 per cent;

« food and beverages, down $26 million or 34 per
cent; and

«  parts for transport equipment, down $25 million or 6
per cent,

Eight months ended February 1996 compared with
eight months ended February 1995

In original terms, merchandise imports rose $3,469 mil-
lion, or 7 per cent, to $52,480 million:

*  consumption goods rose $745 million (6 per cent);
» capital goods rose $683 million {6 per cent); and

»  imermediate and other goods rose $2,041 million (9
per cent).

INQUIRIES

« for further information about these and related unpublished statistics, contact Ms Patricia Mahony on

Canberra (06) 252 6012, or any ABS State office.
» for information about other ABS statistics and services please refer to the back page of this publication.




{D'brES ON 2080THN)) SHY) SMOTDINGNS st J fo souvpg wi suuodf sstpupyaeyy fo woypathrmr)) Gpousio)) o) sdury) ‘Rdeg oopmmors] SHY A 1 mATE sav mwwe xewoduns aq o moTg( (v)

A269'9- 0055 dsrb'o—-STE'0—~ €979 I8Z9— ISCO- 0I5'9- 0099 £99'9- 9190 TIS'9- IBL9- LST'9- 519 qo) spod) oL
FnonEy poA],
SEL9— 6EL°9- SLF9- S6T'9— LLO'O- SLO'9— 9IC9— 68L9- £999— [PL'9- TES'9— 6859 S0£9- 0079 WLI'9- ~ Qog spioddu] (w0,
S1T'C- [9F'E- 89T'E— SOI't— 9SD'E- €S0'¢— OE1'E~ IP'E~ 6EL'E- KSE'E- pST'E~ LLI'E- BOU'E~ 680't— E¥6'T- ~ 1po08 Jopo puw arelpauAU]
£E8'I— 89L'1— 6LP'T— PES'T— 1SP'1— 66L'1— 96¥'1— BSE'1- SL'T- 649'1— 9658'1- ¥IL'1- 1#9'1- O6¥'I- O0O9'1- ~ spood Euds)
(39'1- P09'T= ISL'T- %9'I— OL§'1- £19'1— 069'1— 06L'1- O0L9'I- LIL'1- 789'I- 869'1— ISS'I- 1D9'1- 8T9'1- spoo8 uondumsooyy
paunfpy Aqeuossag
0BV ZS-T10'6I— V0T~ SLP'O~ OPG'S— TEF'9- T0L'9— BIIY- €569 I6I'L- ZIT9- ¥FL6'9— R69'S— TIR'9- OI9'S— SRL'S— STG'S— 9ILPL—TIF'Y9— IEV'65— Qo) Raoduy jeyo ],
SPEST-PORET— $60'E~ 9LE'E— BOR'T— OSTE— STTE- B'E- LOVE=- S8SE- 9S0'6— SOS'E~ 098'Z— ISHFE~ §38'7- ZIO'E- 49T 9SL'9F- CEL'TE-OSRET~  #pood iayio puo apipaicisnt po10 |
WwT- 61— Si- T 0E-  vI- 8T ST BE- 05— K IS LI- ¥ T 91- 11— 168 98T 0T pood 390
1p6'S— SE9's— 11i— 951~ T99— O0SL- Lvi~ 6TL~ 9~ T8 189~ 8IS~ VB9~ 958 TE9- 0OL- 0§9— 089" EBL'L- SEU'L- s3u ra1ddns fernsTIpUr pasIvatd
W o P 99 8 k- 15— 96—  8L-  §6- S 99 O~ 06~ 95— 69~ W~ SO 8L~  6I0I- po¥ Areavow-noN
6S1'T- 690'1— 1S1- 1S1-  &6TF- 6¥1— 8SI- 9pl- SCI-  OLI- 62— 091 EE1-  GCI- #El~  ObI~ (21—~ W91~ CiE'1- UTI~ soneE[
900’1~ 908~ FIT- 1ZI-  EEE-  $TI~  STI-  6TI-  £RI-  LII- TI- LEl- 96—  ¥TI— TII- L6 S8—  SST' I 6E01- 9v6— [a918 puw voI]
WET- 98 T— IS1- (91— LEI-  TLI-  L91—  PS1- i8I 681-  S9I-  p6I—  LE1-  9LI-  ZrI-  OLI-  GEI-  9E0'T- 698°1- €91 souqey pue ured JNXa ]
6L6'T- 691'1- ¥~ T9I— 1s1- #Ll— S61- ZTLl- 681- 681- SkI- 6LI- LE1- #9I—  E€EI-  ISI—  TPI- 6L 1- S9P'1- 18E'1- pavopaded pue aadey
9¢8'1- 1261~ S1Z- $LT— €61- SvT- SIT-  €61- 6VT- TPT—  PEZ—  STL-  €0C-  SP— 10T €0T- ALl IEM'T- TO1'T- 960°T- SIS OTWeBIOu] pue AuRBi0
19 LT8'6- 8T6— THS— B 05§— €95 OIS~ E8S~ OT9- 0TG- EBS— VB 19§~ 95— IO T~ SLE'S LKO'S- 95TV spood fendso 05 sued 110
b7 1- €8I'1- (ST~ 09— 8EI— (91— 191~ SS1—-  86T- 6§T— TLI- 631— Tkl— TUE- BEI- €€l 9EI- 8681 I189'1— €T¥'1- woustmba gy 105 susq
60'6— SPI'S- €LE— 86E- PE- ObE- S0P  8€E- 9%k Lbb-  ISE-  VIb—  58E- &b~  6ZE- IO  ObE-  bIL'Y— €817 S19'¢- meuximba uodswen 10§ sueg
199'2— 197'7- 91— (66— €lg— ESE- P97- 06T~ €8T~ SBE-  98T— 6LE— LIE- EIE- bIE- OBT-  SET-  99%'¢— LIE'E— €79't- AUIOUR] PUS SN
1S— 809~ 9 ¥ 9 9L~ €8 % 1L~ €L  §8- €8 T £~ 6~ 0% & 106 0L~ LS sau sarpddng peusnpn Axeumg
9%— EE€5- 05— 9i- £ L~ S5  §9- - £ 19~ 89 g5~ 65— 06~ DOlI- IS  bli- 60§ 9 Ansnput
307 AQumenl ‘sa8u1aanqg pue poo,]
— (v} gef spood sayto pup apvtpausIu]
9L ZI-LL0ZI- SOS'T~ B9S'T— S6V'I— SOL' T~ SI9'T= LIPI~ [0~ $0L'T- RIL'T- S1L'1- L6E'1- 9E9'T- 9SE£T— PLT'I- S69'T— I#S'81-EW8'pI—SSOEl- spool ondos oy
209'T~ £95'T1- 06I- 681- ELI- €Iz~ €IT— 681 €IZ- €T~ 61— SIT— 681~ SOZT- OLI- €L OBRT- €9€'T- €627~ OOO'Z- sou spood nds))
19¢'1- 2T6'1— 61~ 8SI— 591— O®1- L61- 8pI~ 861— TTT- 6LI— #ET—  6BI—  O06I— L61— OSI-  BIS— ¥IL'T- 807 BE8'1- ssu yewdmbs podsuen EuIsnpu]
Y- Yo LI v~ 8- YOI~ IE- I 18— 87— 8 91- €  Bl-  f5- 9 €€~  6Z§— Ty~ 8T8~ Yaoaw fAr)
€661 11Z1- IP1-  1L1- 691— 00— 8LI= T- 91— #91- £L1- O5I-  LIT- £51— 6l1- 61— if1- pO8'1- 280'1- ¥2T1- wamdmbs suopeoTURURLCO3 ],
8T 6L8'1- VLT~ 197 TT- T CLT  £ST-  STE-  BEE-  T6E-  €6E-  EFT-  STE—  S61-  681-  LIT-  TETE- 619°T 6IET- maudmbs 4qv
019's- 860's— Oli— 6€L— 889 9Ti~ ST~ S19- 169 8li~ €64~ SOL- 919~ Sk~ BI9-  LE9-  OC9~  L68'L- PI¥'o— opp's-  ymauadubo pmsnpin pus Qaunpriy
—(©) qof spoo? ppdo
SLRET-0EISI-$85' - [55°T— £8C°T— QOR'T— 8SE'[— £L0'T- SL8'T= J06'1~ $#¥' [~ 969'1— ITHI- ¥U'T- 96571 T0K'T— 09V I— GIV6I—EETLI-9Z6'ST— spool wondumsuod o101
606'S— 1656~ T Of— 15— 6E5— 676~ 98k VIS~ BIS-  SiE— I8 18- vy (09f—  O06E-  SBE-  EIT'S— ISt 68c't— s5a tpood uondamsuoy)
169'1- 6LLT- 161- 061— PRI~ 95T- 092- T6T— 1ST- LvI~ €61- S0~ OLI-  661— 9sI- I81- €81- 9OvST- 96V'T- 3Ll 3pocd amsa] puee 53004 ‘s40,
o6 I- 908'1— £63- 97— O06I- 67— T~ O v~ 99T~ IS1- 6BI-  6LI-  SET- 6T~ 9T TGI-  99CT 0TET- SLIT- Jvan300} pue Bumpop ‘SoMXI ],
0'E- OP0'E~ SZE-  BIT— 9if- PO €I - 9 69 SIy—  Spb— 166 Do EIf-  LEE- 60V~  8SL'P— 0OR'E- BLV'E- wowdmbs wodsoen Emsepa-uoN
071~ 160'1~ 6Z1- 6II- 61— LA~ 6L1- ®€1- 191— S1-  621- Spl— ZE€1- Mb1- 611~ 1Z1- 961- #hi'l- 96’1~ Z8C'1- SWIY ILA[3 POGISnOH
1E6'1— L' S17-  TW6I~ EVI-  £91— $ST-  1€0- €63~ SV I81— OET-  891-  9ET-  661- LT SET—  T6S'T- OEY'T- 19TT- wndunsuo
20J Aum ‘5aBe19a2q pow poo,]
— (1) gof spood woudumswae)
wwg .nuaq 94 wr g wN PO Mis By Ay wmp dow iy W 4 Wy w5 ¥ 56
—_— 96-5661 69661 pe81  -fo6r  -zesl
‘g3 o1 dmf NOR UL
oW §)

STLYWLLST ONTHL ANY GZISNIAY ATTIYNOSYAS “TYNIDIECG — (SISYVE SINTWA VA 30 ZONVTVE) SLEOIWI ISIANYHOUAW 1 A 19V.L




!

EXPLANATORY NOTES

Introduction

1. This publication contains preliminary estimates of
Australia’s merchandise imports on a balance of pay-
ments basis for Febmary 1996, together with estimates
for previous months.

2. Descriptions of the classifications used for mer-
chandise imports, detailed item definitions and long term
historical data are presented in Change to Commodity
Classification of Merchandise Imports in Balance of Pay-
ments Publications (5344.0).

3. Descriptions of the underlying concepts and struc-
ture of merchandise imports on a balance of payments
basis and the sources and methods used in compiling the
estimates are presented in Balance of Payments,
Australia: Concepts, Sources and Methods (5331.0).
That publication also provides explanations of seasonal
adjustment and trend estimates; and an analysis of the
quality of the estimates.

Accuracy, reliability and volatility

4, The latest estimates in this publication arc prelimi-
nary and subject to revision as more complete and ac-
curate information becomes available.

5.  Particular care should be exercised in interpret-
ing month-to-month movements in original and
seasonally adjusted series as short tenm movements can-
not be assumed to indicate changes in trend. The month-
ly estimates are volatile, being subject 1o seasonal factors
(except where adjusted in the table) and large imegular
influences. The irregular influences may reflect both ran-
dom economic events and difficulties of statistical record-
ing. Seasonal adjustment does not aim to remove the ir-
regular or non-seasonal influences which may be present
in any particular month. This means that the month-to-
month movements of the seasonally adjusted estimates
may not be reliable indicators of trend behaviour. For
example, irregular factors unrelated to the trend account
for more than half the seasonally adjusted monthly move-
ments in merchandise imports fob in 9 out of 10 months.

6. The impact of the irregular influences upon the
seasonally adjusted series is reduced by smoothing, as
shown by the trend estimates in the table and graph. The
trend estimates are generally derived by applying a 13-
term Henderson-weighted moving average to the
seasonally adjusted series.

Seasonal adjustment

7. The factors to be used in seasonally adjusting the
monthly merchandise imports statistics, as well as the
monthly balance of payments statistics, during 1996 can
be obtained, for $75.00, from Ms Karen McGuigan on
Canberra (06) 252 6239.

8. The seasonally adjusted statistics in this publica-
tion should not be regarded as in any way definitive as
results from seasonal adjustment vary according to the
method used.

More detailed and longer term series

9. More detailed information than that shown in this
publication is available for February 1996 and earlier
months. Estimates for months prior to those shown in
this publication are also available. These data can be ob-
tained by contacting Mr Trevor Jolly on Canberra (06}
252 6820, There may be a charge for this information.

Related products and services

10. Preliminary estimates of Australia's balance of pay-
ments for February 1996 are due for release on 1 April
1996 in the monthly publication Balance of Payments,
Australia (5301.0). The estimates of merchandise imports
shown as part of the balance of payments in 5301.0 will
normally be the same as those already released in the cor-
responding issue of this publication.

11. More detailed merchandise imports data, including
dissections by commodity and county of origin, are also
available on a foreign trade basis for February 1996 and
previous months. These data series can be obtained by
contacting International Trade Client Services on Canber-
ra {06) 252 5400,

Symbols and other usages

fob free on board
nes not elsewhere specified

— nil or rounded to zero
“ not applicable
P provisional
W.McLennan
Australian Statistician

Release date for March 1996 issue

The expected release date for the March issue of this publication is 19 April 1996.
Any variations which might occur will be notified in the ABS Publications Advice (1 105.0)
and on DISCOVERY

The date can be confirmed a few days prior to release by teiephoning
Canberra (06) 252 6627.




For more information I

The ABS publishes a wide range of statistics and other information on Australia's
economic and social conditions. Details of what is available in various publications
and other products can be found in the ABS Catalogue of Publications and Products
available from all ABS Offices.

ABS Products and Services

Many standard products are available from ABS bookshops located in each State

and Territory. In addition to these products, information tailored to the needs of
clients can be obtained on a wide range of media by contacting your nearest ABS
Office. The ABS also provides a Subscription Service for standard products and some
tailored information services.

National Diai-a-Statistic Line
0055 86 400

Steadycom P/L premium rate 25¢/21.4 secs.

This number gives 24-hour access, 365 days a year, for a range of important ecohomic
statistics including the CPI.

Internet
http://www.statistics.gov.au

A wide range of ABS information is available via the intemet, with basic statistics
available for each State, Territory and Australia. We also have Key National Indicators,
ABS product release details and other information of general interest,

Sales and Inquiries

Keylink  STAT.INFO/ABS :
X.400 (C:Australia,PUB: Telememo,0:ABS,FN:STAT,SN:INFO)
Internet  stat.info@abs.telememo.au

National Mail Order Service (06) 252 5248

Subscription Service 1800 02 0608
information Inquiries Bookshop Saies

SYDNEY (02) 268 4611 268 4620
MELBOURNE (03) 9615 7755 9615 7755
BRISBANE (07) 32226351 3222 6350
PERTH (09) 360 5140 360 5307
ADELAIDE (08) 237 7100 237 7582
HOBART (002) 205 800 205 800
CANBERRA (06) 252 6627 207 0326
DARWIN (089) 432 111 432 111

Client Services, ABS, PO Box 10, Beiconnen ACT 2616
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